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Academic Posters:
tips and tricks for our upcoming Conference

Often, presenters at conferences will be asked to share their research in the form of a poster.
This may sound daunting if you’ve never made an academic poster before, so we’ve put
together a handy guide to help you.

Online audience: remember that your poster will be viewed online and therefore design and
adjust your layout accordingly. Consider that people in the majority will be using laptops or
phones to view your work.

Keep your title short and interest grabbing. You can add a longer subtitle in a smaller font, but
make sure that your main title will draw the attention and interest of other conference
attendees. Keep it the same as your submitted abstract and use it to inspire interest in your
reader.

Word count should be relatively low. Stick to around 300-800 words and use those words to
really get your point across! You can make use of bullet points, numbers and headlines to help
break up the text. This makes your poster easier to read, and also means that you’ll use less
words overall.

Answer the important questions. The word count for a poster is significantly lower than for
many papers and other presentations. Focus on the most important elements of your topic and
share that in a visual way.

Include your name, acknowledgements, and institutional affiliation. These are often found
just under the title. Reference any outside research you include using a box in the bottom
corner of your poster.

Headings, bullet points and numbers: using techniques like subtitles, bullet points and
headlines will allow people to digest your work without being overwhelmed by the amount of
text.



e Introduction

e Results

e Discussion

e References

e Acknowledgements

EXAMPLES:

Your Title Should Fit On One Line, size 105

Name and Institution, size 63
Contact Infermation

Introduction, size 68

Elone designing your pasion, considor vaur paal, Are you
providing fformation, raising avarensss of an e, changing an
apinion, o something else? What is the desred effect of your
messige? Use your weal Lo puide your decisions about what is the
most important mformation and how to display it

Your messaee’s effec s inluened by your dicne, e
environmenl in which il is delivensd, and is desipn Dealuns, For
example, are ¥ou prasenting bo experts or 8 mixed audience? You
weill need to tilur your content Lo suit your partivulir audience’s
watlues and necils, Alsaconsider
the environment: Will your
poster be one in ten ar one in
fifty? How much do you need ta
L aland ou1? Will you sland by
At waur poslor 1o explain iLin

person, or will it stand alune?
[P—

Layout

Them s man dilforent optians for postor layonl. Seieel ono
that allows the most impartant infarmation te stand oul.

Avoid the temptation t cram se much content inte w space tat
e Lol B, 1 b shiink, ar Lhal $ou lisse e apporlunily far
ouT viewsr's eyes to ralax with some negativey blank space.
Considor using bullot puints instead of paragraphe, or diagrame
Instead of wordy ox planalions.

Layout ideas:

Name/ Campus/ Job role

tables, etc). A typical layout often includes:

Title (same as submitted abstract)

Design Principles

Contrast, size 36
Use canlrast in siele Lo communicaln an erpanized hisrarchy of
information and 1o guide your viewee s oy, size 22

* Consider using a comtrasting font far vour header

* Yo can alao v size, italics, bolding, and color coding to
ncrease cenlrast belween pioces of Lesl,

+ Avoid black typeon darkly calored hackpraunds, ar whils
type on light-calared backgrounds,

Repetitian
Repat visual slemments such as color, shapes, testures, borders,
and lants to unify the posier

+ Make sure al| headers are the same font size.
= Mitke sure spacing Telween elements is consislent,

Alignment
Check for burizonlal and
werlical alignment

By rooming in 100% or (8
muste, you can more
il chuck murging as
well 35 inter marpinal
apare, While padding
arvund text makes it
casler 1o wad.

o

Proximity
Placing elements duse together creates o nelationship between
thern Tr 1o cmatn visual units using cdase proximity. For
maample, the image abewe gacs wilh ”Alignment® il Prosimity
bevase itis slightly closer to the alignment text.

Fnclasurms also help creale
relatiomshipe. If you have s
Lot of information consider
adding while hoxes or
oullines 1o delineale
information. Frosdmity is
wepecially imporlanl Lo
sraphs. Make sure you
give graphs and charts
enough epace above and
Tulew e

Pretty Curve, size 30
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Lergm g, 71

Layout: the layout of your poster will rely on your subject matter (like use of graphs, images,
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Software Options
Adobe InDesign

1y have lime, lparmn il In1osip is he hesl o
layoul, text, and image handling,

Adobe lllustrator

Ao allernaliwe 1o Inlesign nsealar has preal
alignment tools and working with layers makes
designing posters much easier.

PowerPaint / Google Slides / Keynote
You can do a lot with stideshow programs!
Bu, soowe Juve Lot aliguowat ol

Images

Use images 30 pi or larger. 11
using another person’s image,
make sure to cite the source,

To propartionately scale an
imay, press and held shift while
draging 4 Lo

Resources

Tiesinnl ab Resou reos Webpage
s S

i Conlepenie Pusters: Blag post by Colin Pusringlon
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Background

& good conference poster should ba
easy toread fram a distance orena
computer scraen. This exampla will
damanstrate how to creata a
canference pester that is attention
grabbing and eleanly organised.

Conclusion

Results

If you ara presenting resaarch, think about
heow you can show your findings and
results visually - make use of graphs and
other images.

Figuna 1 an wanmp ke of tha type of graphic you might usa

Don't farget to share the most important things about your topic or the most interasting
firdings fram your rasearch. To conclude, you can now go out and create a wondarful

postar!

References

1 Referenca anything from an external source

Discussion

You can braak up the text using:
» Bullet points
» Mumbars
« Haadings

Dan't ba afraid to use pictures to
llustrate your points as well!

Frgura 2 Thea authar on har fiest fiedd schod in 2017,

as your work is being presented online, resolution is a key thing to consider. Blurry
images/ text or misjudged formatting will affect the reader and how they approach your research

when viewing it.

You should use graphics like charts and pictures to

illustrate your findings, a picture speaks a thousand words! When choosing your colours, make sure
that the text is clearly visible on the background it sits on. We’ve included a colour chart below to
help you. It’s also worth considering that some people in the audience may be colour-blind, and it is

worth avoiding the following colour combinations: red and green; green and brown; blue and

purple; green and blue; light green and yellow; blue and grey; green and grey; green and black. Sans
Serif fonts such as Arial and Calibri tend to be easier to read than Serif fonts such as Times New

Roman.
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Make sure you’re staying consistent in your use of fonts - at most, use two, one for

the headings and one for the main body of the text. Also keep your colour use consistent. These tips

will make your poster look cleaner and more organised.

These are either freely

available online or commonly installed onto computers. You don’t have to use these if you’re more

comfortable using a different software, but they’re a good place to start.



