Zooarchaeology:

Bone Compass

Labeling and recording animal skeletons

|

| Just like a map needs north, south, east, and west, a skeleton needs its own set of directional :
I terms, otherwise "the bone above the knee" means something different depending on which |
: way the animal is facing. This short resource gets you fluent in the language I

. . N |
| zooarchaeologists use to describe where something is. I

Self-Guided Activity: Labelling Animal Anatomy
Below you will find a diagram illustrating directions and terms in animal anatomy.
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Once you feel familiar with these terms, try and fill in the blanks on the following diagrams to
test your knowledge!
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Download the answers here!



https://www.archaeologyuk.org/static/481cccc4-b91d-4842-a722d315216f895a/horses-2.png

Now for the ultimate test, look at the following image and answer the questions that follow,
keeping in mind directional terms are always relative to another point, rather than being
absolute.
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Questions
n What part of the femur is highlighted in yellow?
E Compared to the pelvis, which direction is the humerus (highlighted in blue)?

E Between the radius and ulna highlighted in green, which is medial and which is lateral?
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