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Academic Posters: tips and tricks for our upcoming 

Conference 

 

Often, presenters at conferences will be asked to share their research in the form of a poster. 

This may sound daunting if you’ve never made an academic poster before, so we’ve put 

together a handy guide to help you.  

 

Online audience: remember that your poster will be viewed online and therefore design and 

adjust your layout accordingly. Consider that people in the majority will be using laptops or 

phones to view your work.  

 

Keep your title short and interest grabbing. You can add a longer subtitle in a smaller font, but 

make sure that your main title will draw the attention and interest of other conference 

attendees.  Keep it the same as your submitted abstract and use it to inspire interest in your 

reader. 

 

Word count should be relatively low. Stick to around 300-800 words and use those words to 

really get your point across! You can make use of bullet points, numbers and headlines to help 

break up the text. This makes your poster easier to read, and also means that you’ll use less 

words overall.  

 

Answer the important questions. The word count for a poster is significantly lower than for 

many papers and other presentations. Focus on the most important elements of your topic and 

share that in a visual way.  

 

Include your name, acknowledgements, and institutional affiliation. These are often found 

just under the title. Reference any outside research you include using a box in the bottom 

corner of your poster.  

 

Headings, bullet points and numbers: using techniques like subtitles, bullet points and 

headlines will allow people to digest your work without being overwhelmed by the amount of 

text.  
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Layout: the layout of your poster will rely on your subject matter (like use of graphs, images, 

tables, etc). A typical layout often includes:  

 

• Title (same as submitted abstract)  

• Name/ Campus/ Job role 

• Introduction  

• Results  

• Discussion  

• References  

• Acknowledgements 

 

 

EXAMPLES: 
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Resolution: as your work is being presented online, resolution is a key thing to consider. Blurry 

images/ text or misjudged formatting will affect the reader and how they approach your research 

when viewing it.  

 

Use graphics, colours and fonts effectively: You should use graphics like charts and pictures to 

illustrate your findings, a picture speaks a thousand words! When choosing your colours, make sure 

that the text is clearly visible on the background it sits on. We’ve included a colour chart below to 

help you. It’s also worth considering that some people in the audience may be colour-blind, and it is 

worth avoiding the following colour combinations: red and green; green and brown; blue and 

purple; green and blue; light green and yellow; blue and grey; green and grey; green and black. Sans 

Serif fonts such as Arial and Calibri tend to be easier to read than Serif fonts such as Times New 

Roman.  
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Be consistent: Make sure you’re staying consistent in your use of fonts - at most, use two, one for 

the headings and one for the main body of the text. Also keep your colour use consistent. These tips 

will make your poster look cleaner and more organised.  

 

Use software like Powerpoint, Google Slides, or a free Canva account: These are either freely 

available online or commonly installed onto computers. You don’t have to use these if you’re more 

comfortable using a different software, but they’re a good place to start.  

 

 

 


